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Honor” that commemorates the country of birth of the Alamo’s 
defenders, allowing Texans to forget that nine of the eleven 
defenders of the Alamo born in the Mexican territory of Texas 
had Hispanic origins. Juan Nepomuceno Seguín, who neither 
wrote nor spoke English, was a close friend of Stephen F. Austin 
and helped drive Mexican forces from San Antonio before 
slipping out of the Alamo to seek reinforcements. Later, Seguín 
joined Sam Houston’s army at the decisive battle of San Jacinto. 
As one historian put it, “‘Remember the Alamo’ became a 
formula for forgetfulness.”39 A rapidly anglicizing Texas replaced 
the legend of heroic Tejanos with a legend that emphasized 
dictatorial Mexican rulers seeking the expulsion of the Anglos.

The Tejano population of Texas declined from the time of 
the revolution until a repressive regime in Mexico, coupled with 
decades of revolution within that country, created a new wave of 
immigrants. This tripled the Mexican population in Texas from 
1900 to 1920. While these immigrants played an important role 
in cotton production, they were often not welcomed and took 
their place somewhere between Anglos and African Americans, 
unaccepted in either community. Techniques such as “white 
primaries,” which were used to exclude African Americans 
from voting, were eventually also employed against Tejanos. 
As the state continued to change, and immigrants continued to 
move into Texas, Hispanics were marginalized in the political 
process as well as in the history books.

One of the enduring legends of early Texas history is how 
Anglo order and hard work saved the state from Mexican chaos. 
According to this view, it was immigrants from the United 
States who, in the words of one public school textbook from the 
1880s, “changed Texas from a wilderness into a civilized state: 
Mexico had nothing but fear and hatred.”40 Like other legacies, 

this historical “truth” ignores some aspects of history and exaggerates others. So far, 
Hispanics have been the losers in the formation of historical legend.

By 1930, the Tejano population of Texas had begun to rise with the rest of the 
population, reaching almost 684,000. Reflecting the return of Tejanos to Texas politics, 
the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) was formed in Corpus Christi 
in 1929. LULAC quickly became a major factor in Texas politics. In 1956 Henry B. 
González became the first Tejano in over half a century to hold a seat in the Texas 
Senate. During the 1957 legislative session, González set the record for a filibuster in 
the Texas Senate as he fought laws backing segregation in Texas public schools. In 1961 
González broke ground again by winning a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives. By 
that time half a dozen Tejanos were serving in the Texas Legislature, and a Tejano was 
serving as mayor of El Paso. Tejanos won their first statewide office when Dan Morales 
was elected attorney general in 1992. Hispanics are both the largest and fastest-growing 
group in the state and today hold a variety of offices. In 2009 Eva Guzman became 
the first Hispanic woman to serve on the Texas Supreme Court when Governor Rick 

  TABLE 1.2    Gross Domestic Product, 2013

Source: Texas Comptrollers of Public Accounts, March 2014.

* United States, including Texas.

** If an independent country.

Rank Nation Millions of Dollars

  1 United States* 16,720,000

  2 China   8,939,000

  3 Japan   5,007,000

  4 Germany   3,593,000

  5 France   2,739,000

  6 United Kingdom   2,490,000

  7 Brazil   2,190,000

  8 Russia   2,113,000

  9 Italy   2,068,000

10 India   1,825,000

11 Canada   1,758,000

12 Australia   1,488,000

13 Texas**   1,482,000

14 Spain   1,356,000

15 Mexico   1,327,000
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